work from him. He would do so. But he certainly felt
that today his words had ceased to carry weight and
if he was not able to render more service, it would be
best that God took him away.
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APPEAL FOR BLANKETS
In his after-prayer speech Gandhiji said pointing
to Dr. Sushila Nayar sitting in front among the prayer
party that she was at present concentrating on render-
ing medical aid to the refugees, Hindus and Muslims
alike. She was giving four hours daily to the Muslim
refugees at the Purana Quila. She had visited the
Kurukshetra Camp on the previous day in company
with a Red Cross party including Dr. Pandit, the Direc-
tor of the Maternity and Child-welfare Bureau of the
Red Cross and Prof. Horace Alexander and Mr. Richard
Simonds of the Friends Service Unit. At the Kuru-
kshetra Camp the refugees were Hindus and Sikhs.
Their number was at least 25,000 and it was daily
increasing. Tents had been pitched up to house the
refugees but they were not enough to give shelter to
all of them. The diet was enough to prevent death
from starvation, but it was not a balanced diet and was
already resulting in malnutrition and lowered resist-
tance to disease. He was constrained to say that the
suffering of humanity could have been greatly mini-
mized if one side at least had retained sanity. The spirit
of revenge and retaliation had started a vicious circle
and brought hardships on increasing numbers. The
Hindus and Muslims today seemed to vie with each
other in cruelty. Even women, children and the aged
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